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Mofussil mismanagement, oppression and crime were
universal. Bands of marauders and highway robbers
ruled by force of might, and"were allowed to pursue their
nefarious trade unhindered, for the simple reason that
those in authority were in abject fear of them. In those
days no police force existed, neither were there any
courts of justice in the districts, so that the people had
no means of redress.

The only Government officials in charge of the districts
were the talukdars appointed by Government, who were
mostly men of influence and position. According to
custom, they were allowed two annas in the rupee for
the expenses of collecting revenue. In most cases, owing
to the unsettled state of affairs in the Mofussil, the
talukdars preferred to live in the capital itself, and leased
out their rights to irresponsible and inefficient subordin-
ates, elected at their own instigation, men who were in
no way answerable to Government and whose powers
were not defined.

Other talukdars, again, by official misrepresentation,
obtained sepoys in the army to collect their revenue.
In both cases the money allowed by Government, for the
sole purpose of collecting revenue, was not spent on the
purpose intended.    While the talukdars profited, their
subordinates oppressed the people by fraudulent assess-
ment.    The   raiat   being   without   means    of   redress,
became   so impoverished that numbers of cultivators,
rather than subject themselves to tyranny and oppression,
left their hereditary lands, seeking a living in districts
where conditions were more favourable.    Thus hundreds
of villages became depopulated and land formerly pro-
ductive became barren.     Consequently, it was evident
that, under the conditions prevailing, both the interests
of the State and also of the individual were endangered.